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Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions 

The Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions improves environmental policy 
making worldwide through objective, fact-based research in the areas of climate change, the  
economics of limiting carbon pollution, emerging environmental markets, oceans governance  
and coastal development and freshwater concerns at home and abroad.

The Nicholas Institute is a part of Duke University and its wider community of world-class  
scholars. This unique resource allows the Nicholas Institute’s team of economists, scientists, 
lawyers and policy experts to not only deliver timely, credible analyses to a wide variety of 
decision makers, but convene these individuals to discuss and achieve common understandings 
regarding this century’s most pressing environmental problems.

Tim Profeta serves as founding director of the Nicholas Institute, which comprises the follow-
ing six programs: Climate and Energy, Ocean and Coastal Policy, State Policy, Environmental 
Economics, Water Policy and Ecosystem Services. The Nicholas Institute is housed on the Duke 
campus, but also has staff in Duke’s Washington, D.C., office and the Duke Marine Lab in 
Beaufort, North Carolina.

Climate and Energy Program

No single solution exists to address carbon dioxide emissions and rising global electricity 
demand, which the International Energy Agency forecasts will grow a third by 2035. Meeting 
the energy needs of a growing population, while protecting the air and environment, is the 
chief focus of the Climate and Energy Program at the Nicholas Institute for Environmental  
Policy Solutions. By utilizing the interdisciplinary resources available at Duke University and 
the Energy Initiative, of which the Nicholas Institute’s Climate and Energy Program is a partner, 
the program is analyzing this problem, assessing how policies can work together and weighing 
tradeoffs through a number of projects at the federal and state level.
 
Nationally, the program is identifying viable, cost-effective policy options to tackle climate 
change that take into account the political and economic realities of our time. This includes 
exploring innovative approaches to limit greenhouse gas emissions from the power sector, 
including using existing laws, such as the Clean Air Act.
 
On the state level, efforts center on assessing renewable energy potential in Southeastern 
states and helping states rethink utility regulation to better protect consumers and limit  
environmental impact.
 
Learn more about the program’s work and events: www.nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/climate

Program Director
Jonas Monast

Focus  Areas  Include 

z  Greenhouse gas regulation under the Clean 
Air Act

z  California market design and offset supply

z  Carbon sequestration in coastal habitats,  
known as blue carbon

z  National climate policy to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions

z  Reducing emissions from deforestation and 
degradation (REDD) in developing countries 

z  Renewable energy in the southeastern U.S.

z  Biomass energy

http://www.nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/climate

