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Issuing authority: Instrumentalities of the State Council,All Ministries,Ministry of
Commerce,All Commissions,State Development & Reform Commission (incl. former
State Development Planning Commission),All Administrations,State Administration for ~ Effective date:
Industry & Commerce

Area of Law: Industrial and Commercial Management

Order of the Ministry of Commerce, the National Development and Reform Commission and the State
Administration for Industry and Commerce

(No.8 [2008])

The Administrative Measures for the Paid Use of Plastic Bags at Commodity Retailing Places, which were
deliberated and adopted at the fifth executive meeting of the Ministry of Commerce on April 16th, 2008 and
have been consented to by the National Development and Reform Commission and the State
Administration for Industry and Commerce, are hereby promulgated, and shall come into force as of June
1st, 2008.

Minister of Commerce : Chen Deming

Chairman of the National Development and Reform Commission: Zhang Ping

Director-General of the State Administration for Industry and Commerce: Zhou Bohua

May 15th, 2008

Administrative Measures for the Paid Use of Plastic Bags at Commodity Retailing Places

Article 1 These Measures are formulated for the purpose of saving resources, protecting the ecological
environment and guiding consumers to reduce the use of plastic bags.

Article 2 The term of “commodity retailing places” as mentioned in these Measures refers to various kinds
of supermarkets, shops and trade markets where retailing services are provided for consumers.

The term “plastic bags” as mentioned in these Measures refers to the plastic bags with the function of
carrying things that are provided by commodity retailing places and used to hold the commodities
purchased by consumers, excluding the plastic prepackages provided by commaodity retailing places for
health and food safety and used for holding bulk fresh food, cooked food and wheaten food, etc.

The material quality and technical requirements of plastic bags shall be governed by the relevant state
standards.

Article 3 Commodity retailing places shall provide paid plastic bags for consumers pursuant to these
Measures.

Article 4 The competent department of commerce, the competent department of price and the
administrative department for industry and commerce shall, within their respective scope of duties and
functions, supervise and administer the business operations conducted by commodity retailing places in
the process of the paid use of plastic bags in accordance with the relevant laws and regulations.

Article 5 Commodity retailing places shall sell plastic bags at a marked price according to law.

Article 6 A commodity retailing place may determine the price of plastic bags independently, but any of the
following behaviors shall be prohibited:

1. selling plastic bags at a price lower than the cost;

2. selling plastic bags without marking a price thereon or without marking the required information or in the

required way;

3. selling plastic bags to consumers in violation of the marked price by discounting or other way; or
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4. providing free plastic bags to consumers either directly or in any disguised form.

Article 7 Commodity retailing places shall separately list the quantity, unit price and item of the plastic bags
bought by consumers in the sales voucher.

Trade markets operated in the form of leasing stalls, if it is really difficult for them to issue sales vouchers,
shall be exempted from the preceding requirement.

Article 8 Commodity retailing places shall purchase plastic bags from the legally established plastic bag
manufacturers, wholesalers or importers, ask for the relevant certificate, and set up machine accounts for
the purchase and sales of plastic bags for future reference.

Article 9 No commodity retailing place may sell plastic bags that fail to reach the relevant state standards.

Article 10 Commodity retailing places shall take steps to provide convenience for consumers to shop with
their own shopping bags or baskets.

Article 11 Commodity retailing places are encouraged to provide substitutes for plastic bags which satisfy
the relevant quality standards and environmental protection requirements.

Article 12 For a trade market operated in the form of leasing stalls, the entity opening the market may
purchase and sell plastic bags in a centralized way or allow a stall trading plastic bags either exclusively or
concurrently which is established upon the approval of the entity to do so.

Article 13 The operators of commodity retailing places (hereinafter referred to as operator) shall assume
corresponding responsibility for behaviors in violation of the relevant provisions of these Measures.

The responsibility for the violative behaviors of the following commodity retailing places shall be assumed
by the opening entity or leasing entity:

1. trade markets operated in the form of leasing stalls;

2. supermarkets and counters inside such places but leased to other parties; and

3. counters set up by large-scale supermarkets and shops for selling products from manufacturers.

Article 14 Where any operator, opening entity or leasing entity of commaodity retailing places violates the
provisions of Article 6 of these Measures on price-related behaviors, the competent department of price
shall order it to correct, and may impose a fine of not more than 5000 yuan in light of the seriousness of the

circumstances.

Article 15 Where any operator, opening entity or leasing entity of commaodity retailing places violates the
provisions of Article 6 about competition behavior or Article 7 of these Measures, the administrative
department for industry and commerce shall order it to correct, and may impose a fine of not more than
10,000 yuan in light of the seriousness of the circumstances.

Article 16 Where any operator, opening entity or leasing entity of commaodity retailing places violates the
provisions of Article 8 of these Measures, the administrative department for industry and commerce shall
order it to correct, and may impose a fine of not more than 20,000 yuan in light of the seriousness of the
circumstances.

Article 17 Where any operator, opening entity or leasing entity of commaodity retailing places violates the
provisions of Article 9 of these Measures, the administrative department for industry and commerce shall
punish it in accordance with the Law of the People's Republic of China on Product Quality and other
relevant laws and regulations.

Article 18 Where any operator, opening entity or leasing entity of commaodity retailing places gets punished
for its violation of these Measures, the competent department of commerce, the competent department of
price and the administrative department for industry and commerce may announce the punishment
imposed on it to the public.

Article 19 News media are encouraged to supervise the violations of these Measures by public opinion.
All entities and individuals can report the violations of these Measures to the local competent department of
commerce, the competent department of price and the administrative department for industry and

commerce.

Article 20 The competent department of commerce of the people's government of each province,
autonomous region or municipality directly under the Central Government may, together with the competent
department of price and the administrative department for industry and commerce at the same level, work
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out the detailed rules for the implementation of these Measures, implement such rules upon the approval of SEREANN, 28 RGN IBURFREE 5 S2iti, R4, xR
the people's government at the same level, and file them with the Ministry of Commerce, the National RIEMSER G2 FRTHTBE A REE.

Development and Reform Commission and the State Administration for Industry and Commerce for
archival purpose.

Article 21 The power to interpret these Measures shall remain with the Ministry of Commerce, the National B AINEHEESE. ERRBEASES R
Development and Reform Commission and the State Administration for Industry and Commerce. 2 EE LT BEELR AT R .
Article 22 These Measures shall come into force as of June 1st, 2008. BTk AINEH20084E6 1 HikZd .
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